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ANZAC CENTENARY  
SOUTHERN AURORA 

 
 Sydney to Benalla – Yarrawonga (VIC) – Oaklands (NSW) – Canberra – Taree – 

Border Loop – Casino – off train to Wallangarra – Warwick – Ipswich -  then 
train Brisbane – Grafton – Hunter Valley – Werris Creek - Sydney 

  
Friday 24 April – Saturday 2 May 2015 

 
 
Highlights include: 
 

 Mark the Centenary of Anzac on the Southern Aurora 

 ‘Southern Aurora’ private sleeping compartments 

 ‘Dinner in the Diner’ and Lounge Cars 

 Nine day / eight night rail cruise 

 Explore NSW, VIC & QLD aboard your private train 

 Recreate the path of the troops moving from Victoria 
to Queensland, via Wallangarra 

 Two nights off train in Warwick and Ipswich, QLD 

 Rutherglen and Hunter Valley Vineyards 

 Ipswich Rail Workshops Museum and special train 

 Celebrate 150
th

 Anniversary of Queensland Rail 

 Special train from Wallangarra to Warwick 

 Anzac Day in Yarrawonga, Victoria 

 Australian War Memorial on Anzac Day Weekend 

 

The ‘Southern Aurora’ – a 1960’s icon of the nation— the gleaming, stainless steel ‘Southern 
Aurora’ pioneered luxury overnight rail travel on the Sydney – Melbourne standard gauge rail line in 
the 1960’s. Now, fifty years since it began, the ‘Southern Aurora’s’ elegant and comfortable lounge 
/ bar, restaurant and sleeping cars are reawakening the romance of rail.  

‘Dinner in the Diner’ - aboard the ‘Southern Aurora’ fine food will be served. Meals in the two 
stylish air-conditioned restaurant cars are a journey highlight, providing a unique and civilised 
culinary experience, accompanied by panoramic views.  Quality table d’ hote modern Australian 
meals are prepared by experienced chefs and served by friendly, efficient waiters. Breakfasts 
feature fresh fruits, bircher muesli, cereals, juices, a hot savoury course, toast and preserves. 
Luncheon and Dinner are fine two course meals, freshly cooked on board – superb main courses, 
with tempting desserts, tea/coffee and chocolates. Enjoy a range of premium Australian wines with 
your meal, and relax in the lounge car with a glass of port or freshly made coffee from Café Aurora. 

Relax in the lounge / bar cars  - the two licensed ‘Southern Aurora’ lounge / bar cars provide a 
pleasant, spacious and social environment to relax in comfort and enjoy the views with a wide 
range of alcoholic and soft drinks. Enjoy your favourite drink with friends as the afternoon light 
illuminates colours and silhouettes of the Australian landscape. 
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A night out aboard the ‘Southern Aurora’  - overnight aboard the ’Southern Aurora’ features 
restful travel in cosy sleeping cabins. The well appointed sleeping cabins provide a private and 
comfortable wide vision sitting room by day and are easily converted to a cosy bedroom at night. 
The air-conditioned ‘Southern Aurora’ offers single (‘roomette’) and twin (‘twinette’) cabins – twin 
cabins have en suite toilets, washbasins and hot showers, whilst single cabins have their own 
washbasin and toilet, with shower at the end of the car. Sleeping berths are prepared with freshly 
laundered bed linen and blankets, all cabins have towels, luggage storage, power points, main, 
reading and night lights, cupboard and mirror. Complimentary toiletries with quality soap, shampoo, 
conditioner and body lotion are provided for each guest. Complimentary tea, coffee and biscuits are 
also available in the sleeping car conductor compartments on board throughout the rail journey. 

 OUR JOURNEY THROUGH NSW, VICTORIA AND QUEENSLAND 

FRIDAY 24 APRIL 2015 (D) – from Sydney via the Illawarra and ascending the escarpment to 
Moss Vale, to Albury, Benalla and Yarrawonga. A mid afternoon departure with welcome aboard 
drinks, via the scenic Illawarra Line through Stanwell Park, and then ascending the escarpment to 
Summit Tank for a pre-dinner stop to enjoy the view. Dinner follows in the restaurant cars, then 
relax with friends and fellow travellers with a night cap in the lounge before you retire to your 
sleeping compartment that has been made ready for your night’s sleep.  

SATURDAY 25 APRIL 2015 (ANZAC DAY)  - (B/L/D) – Yarrawonga (VIC) and Oaklands (NSW) 
- as the sun rises we are travelling through north-eastern Victoria from Benalla to Yarrawonga.  The 
rail line from Benalla into southern NSW was constructed during a period of great rail expansion 
when Victoria sought to capture the grain from southern NSW and rail it to the port of Melbourne.  
We again create a ‘first’ with the Southern Aurora visiting this region.  Join with locals as they mark 
the Centenary of Anzac in special ceremonies. Then we travel along the scenic road near Lake 
Mulwala for luncheon in a Rutherglen Vineyard. Rejoin the Southern Aurora mid afternoon, we 
cross the border and head to the end of the line at Oaklands, where there is time to enjoy a drink 
with locals at the end of Anzac Day in this small country town. Dinner is then served ‘in the diner’ 
as we retrace our steps back to Benalla, then overnight north through southern NSW to Canberra. 

SUNDAY 26 APRIL 2015 (B/L/D) – the Australian War Memorial and Canberra Vineyards – in 
the 1960’s and 70’s it was possible to travel from Melbourne and Benalla by sleeping car to the 
national capital.  Wake as we descend the Molongolo Gorge into Queanbeyan and then Canberra. 
We have some hours at the Australian War Memorial where you can reflect and mark the Anzac 
Centenary. The Australian War Memorial is commemorating the centenary of the First World War 
through a major redevelopment of its First World War galleries. We’ll then join our coaches and 
head out of Canberra for luncheon in the vineyards, before rejoining the Southern Aurora for dinner 
and our overnight journey north through Sydney to the mid North Coast. 

MONDAY 27 APRIL 2015 (B/L/D) – Laurieton, North Haven and Lake Cathie – wake in the mid 
north coast of NSW passing rich green pastures and fertile farmland. We visit the scenic areas of 
Lake Cathie, North Haven and Laurieton, and enjoy a seafood luncheon, and a picture screening in 
the Plaza Theatre, Laurieton – a special arrangement with the owner of this movie theatre of a by 
gone era. Rejoin the Southern Aurora for dinner in the diner and overnight to the QLD border. 

TUESDAY 28 APRIL 2015 (B/L/D) – Border Loop, Tenterfield, Wallangarra and to Warwick on 
the Southern Downs Steam train – enjoy breakfast as we head south through the beautiful 
Border Ranges National Park towards Kyogle and Casino, where we change to our coaches. 
Across the Great Dividing Range to Tenterfield and to Wallangarra. The point of change from NSW 
to QLD railways for so many years, and the place where troops made this crossing of the platform 
on their journey north – standard gauge tracks on one side, and narrow gauge on the other. 
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We join a specially chartered steam train from the Southern Downs Steam Railway and enjoy 
afternoon refreshments as we climb to Stanthorpe and Warwick. Enjoy dinner with some local 
Queensland wines in this cool climate area. Overnight Warwick. 

WEDNESDAY 29 April 2015 (B/L/D) – Ipswich Rail Workshops Museum and Grandchester by 
special train – we visit one of the best rail museums in the country during the Queensland rail 
150th Anniversary year. We also plan to travel by special train from Ipswich to Grandchester with 
refreshments aboard.  Overnight Ipswich. 

THURSDAY 30 April 2015 (B/L/D) – Brisbane Limited Express to Sydney – we travel on the 
local QR rail service to Roma Street, and then reboard the Southern Aurora in Brisbane for a mid 
morning departure south. Enjoy luncheon as we travel through spectacular scenery to Border Loop, 
Casino and Grafton. At the Anglican Cathedral we mark the Centenary of Anzac in a short service 
specially arranged for us, and then enjoy a glass of wine and nibbles overlooking the Clarence 
River. Rejoin the Southern Aurora for dinner as we head south along the beautiful North Coast. 

FRIDAY 1 May 2015 (B/L/D) – Hunter Vineyards, Werris Creek, the Australian Railway 
Monument and Rail Journeys Museum – wake as we head through the Hunter Valley towards 
Muswellbrook, where we alight for luncheon in the Hunter vineyards. Then rejoin the Southern 
Aurora as we head north west to Werris Creek. We meet the locals on the station, and inspect the 
Rail Monument and the Museum, before rejoining the Southern Aurora for our final dinner aboard. 
 
SATURDAY 2 May 2015 (B) – Brisbane Waters, Hawkesbury River and to Sydney -  wake as 
we head south from Maitland, through Wyong and Gosford, and along the Brisbane Water. Enjoy 
breakfast in the dining cars, and then as we cross the Hawkesbury River, farewell friends old and 
new as we arrive in Sydney late morning. The end of our spectacular rail cruise to mark the 
Centenary of Anzac on the Southern Aurora. 
 
FARES* (inclusive of all sightseeing, accommodation, rail/coach travel and meals as 
indicated) 

Adult          $5,985     
Concessions         $5,785  
Supplement for single room in hotels in Warwick and Ipswich   $   230 
Supplement for sole use of twin cabin     $3,950 
 
Please note there is no supplement for a single roomette cabin on the train.  
 
*  Fares and the itinerary are based on current information and expectations of costs. Whilst it is 
not anticipated there will be changes in fares or itinerary, SJR reserves the right to amend the 
itinerary and prices as necessary. Special train charters depend on QLD Rail permission. Any 
change to fares or itinerary will be advised, and if you wish to withdraw from the tour due to an 
increase in the total fare of more than 10%, payments made will be fully refunded. 
     
TO RESERVE YOUR PLACE, please complete the attached booking form and send to: SJR, PO Box N400, GROSVENOR 

PLACE, 1220 with deposit cheque payable to St James Rail. You can also pay by EFT (BSB: 033 364 Account: 488909) 
 
A deposit of $1,000 per person is required to secure your place. The balance is payable by 15 December 2014. If the tour does not 
proceed your deposit is fully refundable. Cancellation charges apply as follows: Cancellation before 15 December 2014, loss of 
deposit.  Cancellation from 15 December 2014 and before 1 February 2015, fifty percent cancellation fee of total fare. Cancellation 
after 1 February  2015, no refund. An insurance policy is available from our travel agent at Flight Centre, Martin Place,  NSW, 2000 
– please advise if you would like us to forward a policy to you. 
 

 
Telephone  02 9326 9660   Mobile   0418 585 838 Email   sjr@digitor.com.au 
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THE  ANZAC CENTENARY AURORA  
RAIL CRUISE BOOKING FORM 

Friday 24 April – Saturday 2 May 2015 
 
YOUR CONTACT DETAILS 

 
Name: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Address: …………………………………………………….…………… Suburb: ……………………………… Postcode: ………………… 
 
Home tel: ………………………………………  Work tel: …………………………………… Mobile: ………………………………………. 
 
BOOKING DETAILS (Passenger names and fare type eg. Adult, Senior, Concession, Child) 

 
Passenger 1 Name: ………………………………….  Fare type: …………………………. Concession No: ……………………….. 
 
Passenger 2 Name: ………………………………….  Fare type: …………………………. Concession No: ……………………….. 
 
Passenger 3 Name: ………………………………….  Fare type: …………………………. Concession No: ……………………….. 
 
Passenger 4 Name: ………………………………….  Fare type: …………………………. Concession No: ……………………….. 
 
PAYMENT 
 

I have enclosed $ ……………….. as deposit ($1,000 per person)  for the above booking and agree to pay the balance by 15 
December 2014. Please make cheques payable to St James Rail. A letter acknowledging receipt of your deposit will be forwarded. 
  
TRAIN ACCOMMODATION 

 
Sleeping compartments for two (twinette) with ensuite    ……………      
 
Sleeping compartments for one (roomette)       ……………  
 
Sole use of twinette sleeping compartment with ensuite, for one   …………… 
 
 
HOTEL ACCOMMODATION 

 
Double bed room  ……………  Twin bed room  …………… Single room  ……………    
           
SPECIAL REQUESTS 

 
Please indicate any dietary or any other sort of special request : …………………………………………………...………………………  
 
….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
YOUR SIGNATURE 

 
I have read the reservation conditions outlined above and accept them on behalf of myself and my party by whom I am authorised to 
make this agreement. I understand cancellation fees may apply. I have enclosed my deposit payment and agree to pay the balance 
as indicated above. 
 
Signature of person making reservation: …………………………………………………………  Date: ……………………………………. 
 
Payment by cheque payable to St James Rail, or Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) to: 
 
Account name: Scenic Journeys by Rail 
BSB:  033 364 
Account:  612826 
Reference: Anzac  2015 (and your surname) – some bank transfers cannot accept this, so please email your reference. 
 
If paying by EFT, please send this form marked accordingly, and/or send an email to sjr@digitor.com.au to advise us of your 
payment. 
 
September 2014 
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