
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Join us to experience an extraordinary 

Christmas and New Yearôs Eve with 

your SJR friends as we cruise between 

South Georgia and the Antarctic 

Peninsula. Discover the Southern 

Ocean as you have never seen it before! 

Our twenty day tour features a sixteen 

day polar expedition cruise to the 

highest latitudes, from the Falkland 

Islands to South Georgia and the 

immaculate lands of Antarctica . Your 

expedition to the heart of the South 

Atlantic begins with three nights and 

two days sightseeing in Buenos Aires, 

an included flight to Ushuaia, a visit to 

Tierra del Fuego, and then aboard 

Ponantôs L'Austral as we discover the 

penguins, seals, whales and seabirds in 

this land of icebergs, glaciers, mountains 

and frozen sea. This tour is full . Let us 

know if you are interested to join a 

future tour to the Antarctic, Falklands 

and South Georgia, 

SJR TOUR NEWSLETTER  
August  202 3 

Antarctica ï Falkland 
Islands, South Georgia  
18 December 2023  to 7 
January 2024 

 

SRI LANKA BY  

PRIVATE TRAIN 

25 Feb ï 18 March 2024 
 

Boasting eight UNESCO World Heritage 

Sites, 1,330 km of coastline, 15 national 

parks, an abundance of wildlife, 250 

acres of botanical gardens, 350 waterfalls, 

and a culture that extends back to over 

2,500 years. The island has a wonderful 

broad gauge colonial-relic railway system 

very much as the British left it, none of it 

electrified. PLACES AVAILABLE  ! 

 

 
 

 

JAPAN 2024 

Takako includes unique elements in her 

Japan tours ï óAutumn Coloursô, 

óKyushu by Railô and óCherry 

Blossoms.ô With a focus to explore 

regional Japan with its rich nature, folk 

crafts, food and interesting history ï plan 

to experience the stunning Japanese 

scenery on one of our rail tours. Cherry 

Blossom 2024 and Autumn Colours &  

Festivals 2024 brochures available. 

 

Switzerland / Austria by 

Rail ï June 2024  

 

 

 
 

(Brusio spiral loop on the Bernina 

Express from Chur to Tirano) 

 

Enjoy the stunning landscapes of 

Switzerland and Austria by Rail. 

Amazing rail experiences ï 

mountains, lakes, rivers ï 

fantastic scenery, great hotels. 

Cruise the Lakes of Geneva, 

Zurich and Luzern, some on 

century old steamships; ascend 

Pilatus; the Jungfrau and 

Schilthorn. Rack and mountain 

railways that reveal fantastic 

views over the mountains and 

valleys of the Swiss and Austrian 

landscape. Cross the Bernina and 

the UNESCO listed World 

Heritage Rhaetian Railway ï into 

Italty at Tirano ï experience 

amazing engineering that enabled 

the landscapes of Switzerland 

and Austria to be settled. Lovely 

hotels and free time to explore in 

picturesque locations and villages. A 

brochure is almost ready . 



 2023 

 

Various dates 

 

Luncheon and 

sashiko lesson 

with Takako 

 

Meet at the Tattersalls Club, 181 Elizabeth 

St, Sydney, overlooking Hyde Park. Enjoy a 

two-hour sashiko lesson ï learning about its 

history and making your own creation. 

Takako will provide all the things you need 

ï needle, threader, pattern and cloth ï flown 

in from Japan. Join for a relaxing luncheon 

in the restaurant before or after if you wish. 

Call on 0418 585 865 or email if you are 

interested to join. Classes towards the end 

of 2023 available. 

 

 2023 

 

8 October to 2 

November 2023 

(optional 

extension to 7 

November 

2023) 

Autumn 

Colours, 

Festivals, Art 

and Gourmet 

Japan by Rail 

 

We explore less well known locations with our expert Japanese tour leader 

Takako Ishige, who designed and researched the tour - from the famed 

Takayama Autumn Festival, southern Hokkaido, now linked with the 

Shinkansen, through northern Tohoku with its fine lakes and mountains, 

south through the main island of Honshu to Shikoku. Explore the Art Islands 

of the Inland Sea, and the stunning Miho Museum. Optional five day 

extension to include Tokyoôs Meiji Jingu Autumn Grand Festival and two 

nightôs in the stunning Mt Fuji Lakes. THIS TOUR IS FULLY BOOKED 

ï places remain on our Autumn Festival and Colours tour in 2024. 

 

Tue 21 to Fri 

24 November 

2023 

Hallidays 

Point, Old 

Bar, 

Harrington, 

Crowdy Head 

 

Our planned tour to the mid North Coast of 

NSW has been postponed to 2024, with the 

opportunity to travel to Victoria aboard the Royal 

Train being offered in its place.  Details of our 

Victoria broad gauge rail tour on the next page.  

Thu 23 to  

Wed 29 

November 2023 

The Royal 

Train in 

Victoria  

 

 

Join our Royal Train tour in Victoria as we explore the broad gauge network 

aboard the óRoyal Train.ô State and Parlour cars used on the 1954 Royal 

Visit, quality accommodation, and enjoying the sights and scenery of parts 

of regional Victoria. Only a few places remain ï book NOW.  

 



Fri 8 and Sat 9 

December 2023 

Christmas 

Luncheons 

 

Our annual Christmas Luncheons ï keep the days free and we will send 

details when finalised.  Brochures will be available in August 2023. 

18 December 

2023 to 7 

January 2024 

Antarctica, 

the Falkland 

Islands and 

South Georgia  

 

Fly to Buenos Aires, South 

America, local sightseeing, 

before a flight to Ushuaia. Visit 

Tierra del Fuego, then join our 

cruise  to the Falkland Islands, 

South Georgia and the Antarctic 

Peninsula aboard Ponantôs 

LôAustral. Colonies of King 

penguins, Gentoo, Adelie and 

chinstrap penguins, as well as 

humpback whales, seals and 

seabirds - a journey to the White 

Continent ï a land of icebergs, 

glaciers, mountains and frozen 

sea. Exceptionally good sole use 

stateroom fares are available. 

This tour is full .  

 

 2024 

 

Sat 13 to  

Sun 4 

February 2024 

Swiss and 

Austrian lakes 

and 

mountains by 

rail  

 

Switzerland and Austria are designed for winter, with beautiful scenery, 

efficient mountain railways, lake steamers and splendid hotels. Explore these 

scenically dramatic countries when snow covers the landscape and a northern 

hemisphere winter is celebrated with outdoor activity and stunning mountain 

peaks. A brochure is available and two (2) places remain. 
 

Sun 4 to  

Sun 25 

February 2024 

The Northern 

Lights, 

Scandinavia 

and the 

Norwegian 

Coastal 

journey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explore Oslo and Bergen, before boarding the newest ship on the Norwegian 

Coastal journey. Travel north along the Norwegian Coast from Bergen to 

Kirkenes , returning to Trondheim, hunting the midnight sun. Experience 

Norway when snow covers fjords with a winter landscape. Explore the 

historic City of Kings in Trondheim, the UNESCO heritage listed village of 

Roros; horse sleigh rides and dog sledding in winter ï and more. A brochure 

is available ï call/email if interested. 
 



Sun 25 

February ï 

Mon 18 March 

2024 

Sri Lanka  

by private 

train  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A place where the original soul of Buddhism still flourishes and where 

natureôs beauty remains abundant and unspoilt. Few places in the world offer 

such a remarkable combination of stunning landscapes, pristine beaches, 

captivating cultural heritage and unique experiences within such a 

compact location. Boasting eight UNESCO World Heritage Sites, 1,330 km 

of coastline, 15 national parks, an abundance of wildlife, 250 acres of 

botanical gardens, 350 waterfalls, and a culture that extends back to over 

2,500 years. The island has a wonderful broad gauge colonial-relic 

railway system very much as the British left it, none of it electrified. The 

railway reaches the highest summit anywhere in the world of broad gauge 

railway at an impressive 6228ft. We travel mostly with our private 

ñViceroyò train and explore the extremities of the island. The tour features 

cultural highlights and natural wonders, amazing bird life and nature reserves 

boasting elephants and other wildlife . Excellent hotels, dedicated coach to 

transfer luggage and us to / from hotels, trains and local sights. 

Wed 20 March 

to Thu 11 April 

2024 

Cherry 

Blossoms - 

Japan by Rail 

Join us for one of our most popular tours to 

Japan - a twenty-two-day tour to view cherry 

blossoms on the Japanese islands of Kyushu, 

Honshu and Hokkaido. Even if youôve been 

to Japan before, youôll visit different 

locations and have a deeper cultural 

experience. Travel first class on the high 

speed 'Shinkansen' trains, enjoy special 

scenic rail journeys through the countryside. 

A range of accommodations from modern 

city hotels, convenient simpler business 

hotels and luxury Japanese traditional 

ryokans with ocean view. Splendid scenery, 

food and culture led by Japanese expert 

Takako Ishige, who designed and researched 

the tour. A highlight is meeting local people 

and sharing a wonderful seafood barbecue 

with the local fishermen. Learn of arts and 

crafts, textiles and fabrics, as well as seeing splendid gardens. Join our 

optional cooking class with local Tokyo residents and learn how to prepare 

a simple home style Japanese meal. A brochure is available and six (6) 

places remain. 



Tue 11 June to 

Wed 3 July 

2024 

Switzerland 

and Austria 

by Rail 

Enjoy stunning landscapes of Switzerland and Austria by Rail. Amazing rail 

experiences ï mountains, lakes, rivers ï fantastic scenery, great hotels. A 

brochure will be available before 4 August, 2023. 

 

Wed 3 to Mon 

29 July 2024 

 

Great rail 

journeys of 

Great Britain  

  

Join us for a great rail 

discovery of Great 

Britain. Explore the 

splendid scenery of 

coast and mountain by 

scheduled and heritage 

trains. Beautiful rail 

experiences with good 

food and comfortable 

hotels. To Cornwall 

along the Dawlish sea 

coast; the North 

Yorkshire Moor railway 

to Whitby; the night 

sleeper to Fort William; 

the Welsh Highland 

Railway and the great 

little railways of Wales 

and more. This tour is 

FULL. Let us know if 

youôre interested in 

our next UK rail tour  

 


