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 WINTER FESTIVALS 
– JAPAN BY RAIL – 

- Experience a Japanese celebration of winter – snow and ice festivals, and nature - 

Wednesday 27 January – Monday 15 February 2016 

 

 
Join our winter tour of Japan to experience snow and ice festivals on the islands of Honshu and Hokkaido. As winter 

covers Japan, the people delight in snow, ice, light and fire – festivals and celebrations cover the north of Japan. Even 

if you’ve visited Japan before, you’ll gain a deeper cultural experience during winter. Gourmet Japanese meals, local 

delicacies and off the beaten track experiences. Snow clad mountains, Japanese shrines covered in snow, rivers that 

slice stunning white fields, and other visually splendid experiences. Travel in comfort - first class air-conditioned trains 

on the best rail system in the world - experience snow and ice festivals as the Japanese celebrate the winter season. 

 

The tour is fully escorted by Japanese speaking tour leader Takako Ishige, and Owen Johnstone-Donnet, who have 

planned the tour. We are proud and passionate about our tours - making it possible to experience real Japan, visiting 

not only iconic cities and sights, but ‘off the beaten track’ villages and meeting local people. Travel first class on the 

high speed 'Shinkansen' trains – making your journey very comfortable. Enjoy special scenic rail journeys –the steam 

hauled SL Fuyuno Shitsugengo through Kushiro Marshland, the ‘stove train’ running only in winter, the drift ice 

Ryuhyo Norokko train and special drift ice sightseeing boat cruise into the Sea of Okhotsk with Drift Ice floes. 

 

The tour is limited to 16 guests – we look forward to you joining us on this special journey. 

 
 Wednesday 27 January 2016 (B) - daylight flight to Japan 

Join the daylight flight to Tokyo’s Narita Airport with Japan Airlines and transfer to our accommodation opposite 
Tokyo’s Shinagawa Station. Alternatively fly in daylight via Brisbane with Qantas, or overnight Tuesday 26 January 
from Sydney with Qantas. We’ll advise on flights. A relaxing evening to begin sightseeing tomorrow. Overnight Tokyo. 
 
 Thursday 28 January 2016 (B/D) –  Shinkansen  to Shin-Aomori, then to Hakodate 

Make the 713km journey from Tokyo to Shin-Aomori in just over three hours on the ‘Hayabusa’ super-express on the 
Tohoku Shinkansen. A relaxing day with great scenery. In Shin-Aomori we have a brief stop to purchase luncheon to 
enjoy aboard the ‘Limited Express Hakucho’ service for the undersea crossing from Honshu to Hokkaido. Whilst once 
the whole train would travel by ship across the Tsugaru Straits from Hakodate on Hokkaido to Aomori on Honshu – we 
traverse this treacherous sea effortlessly, via the 53.85km Seikan tunnel – one of the world’s longest undersea tunnels. 
On arrival in Hakodate we check in to our hotel, then ascend Hakodateyama (334m) by ropeway. On clear days and 
nights the views from the mountain are spectacular, and the view is considered among Japan's three best night views. 
Enjoy the dinner with fresh Hokkaido ingredients with your travel fellows. Overnight Hakodate. 



 

 

 Friday 29 January 2016 (B) – Hakodate sightseeing, O-numa National Park, winter illuminations 

Hakodate developed as a port town for trading with foreign countries at the end of the 19th century, and is the gateway 
of Hokkaido, connected as it is with Honshu (the main island of Japan) by the Seikan Tunnel, through which we 
travelled yesterday. At the bay area near the railway station and our hotel, a Morning Market is held where more than 
360 stalls packed tightly together attract shoppers with freshly caught squid, scallops, salmon eggs, Atka mackerel, 
crabs, sea urchin, and many other fishes and shellfishes, as well as fresh produce such as melons. We travel the short 
distance to O-numa National Park, with nearby Ko-numa Marsh and Junsai-numa Marsh.  Lake O-numa is 24 kms in 
circumference and was formed by the eruption of Mt. Koma-ga-take. It has 126 islands, large and small, and is famous 
for the spectacular views of these islands connected by 18 bridges. It is covered in snow, and we will explore on foot, 
with time for those who wish to partake in some winter pleasure activities. We then visit Fort Goryokaku - a massive, 
star shaped, Western style citadel, which was built in the last years of the Edo Period for the defense of Hakodate 
against the imperialist threat posed by the Western powers. Now it has turned into a public park and for a bird's view of 
the huge fortress, we access the observation deck of the nearby Goryokaku Tower. As one of the first Japanese 
harbour cities to be opened to international trade after the country's era of isolation, Hakodate has experienced notable 
influence from overseas, including the foreign population's former residential district and the Western style fort. We 
catch the Hakodate City Tram to explore the Motomachi area. The harbour of Hakodate was one of the first to be 
opened to foreign trade in 1854 after Japan's era of isolation had come to an end. As a result, many traders from 
Russia, China and Western countries moved to Hakodate. Motomachi, at the foot of Mount Hakodate, became a 
district favoured among the new foreign residents. Many foreign buildings remain in the area today. Among the most 
famous are the Russian Orthodox Church, the Old British Consulate, the Chinese Memorial Hall, the prefectural 
government's former branch office building and the old Hakodate Public Hall. After sunset, we enjoy the Hakodate 
Winter Festival – evening illumination around the Motomachi area. With the exotic streets coloured with illumination of 
about 50,000 lights, you can take pleasure in the dreamy night view only seen in winter in Hakodate. The trees planted 
in Motomachi Park and on such sloping streets as Hachimanzaka and Nijukkenzaka are outlined with lights. They 
appear to glitter brightly when fresh snow is piled up on the ground. Dinner at leisure tonight and Overnight Hakodate 
 
 Saturday 30 January 2016 (B/D) – Hakodate to Kushiro 

After breakfast we join the Limited Express ‘Hakucho’ to Minami Chitose and  then ‘Super Ozora’ to Kushiro, which is 
known as "the town of mist," situated in the southeastern part of Hokkaido, facing the Pacific Ocean. The train journey 
today is dramatic - the scenery reveals the rugged beauty of the island of Hokkaido, and the presence of winter 
is seen in snow covered tress, frozen rivers and waterfalls, and a brilliant whiteness so uncommon to Australians. We 
follow the Hokkaido coastline, passing remnant volcanic mountains to  Minami-Chitose, then head through the rugged 
mountains of central Hokkaido, past Shintoku and Obihiro, before returning to the coast on our approaches to Kushiro. 
In the north of Kushiro is Japan's largest marshland, Kushiro Wetland National Park and marsh habitat, which supports 
the only known population of endangered Japanese Cranes  ‘tancho cranes’ - in Japan. The cranes and marshland are 
our focus on our two days in Kushiro. Transfer to our hotel and enjoy dinner together. Overnight Kushiro. 
 
 Sunday 31 January 2016 (B) – Explore Kushiro Marshland by Steam train 

After breakfast we join a special steam hauled rail service - SL Fuyuno Shitsugengo  - and travel north through the 
Kushiro Marsh which stretches out to the north of Kushiro. This is a huge marsh with an overall area of 183 square 
kilometres, and was the first Japanese marshland registered. Two thousand varieties of animals and plants live here, 
including Hokkaido deer and the white-tailed sea eagle. Whilst in summer, all sorts of wild flowers bloom, in winter we 
seek the Japanese crane, a designated special natural monument, that flies in at this time. Snow and ice covering the 
land and lake is a splendid site, and we enjoy it from the nostalgia of our special steam hauled train that operates 
during a brief winter period. On our return we will visit Hosooka Viewpoint, located on the eastern edge of the park. 
There is a visitor’s lounge and we will enjoy a light lunch here, as well as the photo exhibition of nature in Hokkaido, 
before returning to photograph and join the steam train in this dramatic winter landscape, and return to Kushiro 
Station. Dinner tonight is at leisure and overnight Kushiro. 
 
 Monday 1 February 2016 (B) –  Crane watching  

Japanese Cranes ‘Tancho’ were thought to be extinct in Japan due to overhunting and habitat destruction. However, 
in 1926 a group of about 20 birds was discovered in the marshes around Kushiro. With conservation efforts they have 
since made a dramatic recovery and now number more than 1000 birds. The cranes are most spectacular to watch as 
they dance, often in pairs, with seemingly choreographed dips and jumps. The cranes are best seen in the winter as 
they gather at winter feeding sites. The Akan International Crane Centre, the Tancho Observation Centre, Tsurui Ito 
Tancho Sanctuary and Tsuruimidai offer a number of locations to both learn about the cranes, as well as to view them 
in either a sanctuary or in the wild as the fly onto and dance on frozen rivers. This afternoon visit the Kushiro Art 
Museum, the intriguingly named MOO-EGG with its local produce, enjoy a swim in its heated pool, and in the evening 
explore the waterfront areas of Kushiro, with dinner at leisure. Overnight Kushiro. 



 

 

 Tuesday 2 February 2016 (B/D) – Kushiro to Abashiri,  Drift Ice Museum and Ice Floe cruise 

This morning we join a regular rail service and head north through the Kushiro Marshlands on our journey to Abashiri. 
As well as the remote scenery of Eastern Hokkaido, winter wildlife can often be seen, and we will meet the local people 
going about their daily life in this remote part of Japan. The last 40 minutes of the journey clings to the coastline 
overlooking the Okhotsk Sea, with views of the ice floes. On arrival at Abashiri we’ll leave our luggage at our hotel, and 
then visit the Okhotsk Ryu-hyo (Ice Floe) Museum with its interesting video explaining the ice floes (ryuhyo) that 
come in from the Sea of Russia. In the late afternoon we join a cruise on the Sea of Okhotsk - icebreaker "Aurora" or 
"Aurora 2" provide an extraordinary cruising experience into the drift ice on the Sea of Okhotsk. Ice floes arrive in 
Abashiri every year in late January, and aboard an icebreaking boat from Abashiri Port, we see the beautiful, rough 
blue ice floes. About eighty percent of the Sea of Okhotsk's 1,530,000 total square kilometres is buried under ice in 
winter, when icebergs force their way south. Through ice floes up to a metre thick, the trip lasts about an hour and 
immerses you right in the ice belts, where you may see Ojirowashi eagles spreading their wings and Northern Fur 
seals and Kurile seals having naps on the floes. Steller Sea Eagles can also be seen around the town, especially along 
the harbourside. After our cruise we will return to the hotel, and enjoy dinner together. Overnight Abashiri.  
 
Wednesday 3 February 2016 (B) – Ryuhyo Norokko train, Ainu culture and Prison Museum 

After breakfast join the special Ryuhyo Norokko train along the coast line from Abashiri to Shari and return - we stop 
enroute and climb a special observation tower to view the ice floes.  Whilst Abashiri is the largest town on the Okhostk 
Coast of north eastern Hokkaido, it is at the end of a remote and wild journey from the island’s capital of Sapporo. 
Abashirr is a product of fishing and tourism, and in addition to an abundance of seasonal seafood, it is also blessed 
with natural beauty such as primaeval flower gardens, lakes and ice floes. The winter sun sparkles off “ice trees” - it 
gets so cold that ice crystallizes on trees, such as white firs and ezomatsu spruces, while freezing mists bring dead 
trees back to sparkling life in a wonderful fairy-tale world. This afternoon visit the Abashiri Prison Museum and learn 
of how the road to Abashiri was constructed, or visit the Hokkaido Museum of Northern Peoples which introduces 
the culture and traditional everyday life of the peoples inhabiting the northern, subarctic regions of the globe, including 
the Ainu, the First Nations people of northern Canada, the Inuit, the Sami and the Siberian peoples. Overnight Abashiri. 
 
 Thursday 4 February 2016 (B/D) - to Asahikawa then to Asahidake Onsen, Daisetzuzan National Park 

After breakfast we join the Limited Express train for Asahikawa, with a morning of lovely scenic rail travel. At 
Asahikawa we change for our coach transfer to Asahidake Onsen, and our overnight accommodation at La Vista 
Daisetsuzan. Daisetsuzan is Hokkaido's largest national park. It preserves a mountainous area of virtually unspoiled 
wilderness, which is larger than some of Japan's smaller prefectures. It is a paradise for hikers, outdoor lovers, deer 
and brown bears, and the first place in Japan to see autumn colors and snow each year. Since ancient times the Ainu 
people have referred to the Daisetsu mountain range as the "pleasure garden of the gods.” The magnificent scene of 
the highest mountains in Hokkaido, with its pristine rich nature, has attracted many visitors. Our hotel – its name 
meaning "a view" – stands commanding the beautiful scene of Asahidake, the dominant peak of Mt. Daisetsu.  The 
hotel has a classical European atmosphere, with the rooms offering the warmth of elegant and the hotel boasting both 
beautiful hot onsen baths, with private baths you can use just by yourself, as well as fine cuisine. Dinner is included 
both nights during our stay – a classic French meal on one, and a Japanese on another. Overnight Asahidake Onsen. 
 
 Friday 5 February 2016 (B/D) - Daisetzuzan 

Asahidake Onsen consists of only about a dozen buildings, wooden lodges, a beautiful youth hostel and two or three 
large hotels, with dining opportunities limited to the hotels and ropeway station. Today we plan to visit the Asahidake 
Ropeway, which lifts you from Asahidake Onsen to within a two hour hike of Mount Asahidake's summit. Even though 
the ropeway's upper station is "only" 1600 metres above sea level, it stands in a tree less alpine tundra landscape. 
Although we will not be able to walk on the mountain top, if the weather is kind the view over the National Parkis 
impressive. We return and call in at the Visitors Centre to learn of the park and the geography of the area, with displays 
and maps, albeit predominantly in Japanese. Enjoy a relaxing afternoon at the hotel with its beautiful lounge, 
onsen and public spaces. An opportunity to relax and refresh in this lovely location before our inspection of the ice and 
snow sculptures in Asahikawa tomorrow. Dinner tonight is included. Overnight in Asahidake Onsen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Saturday 6 February 2016 (B) – to Asahikawa and Asahikawa Winter Festival  

Late morning we transfer by coach to Asahikawa, located almost in the centre of Hokkaido, and the second largest city 
after Sapporo. With the magnificent Mt. Daisetsu-zan in the background, and 120 rivers flowing through the town, it is 
full of natural splendour. Fountains and sculptures dot the shopping park in Heiwa-dori Avenue, the road that leads 
straight from Asahikawa Station, and during the Asahikawa Snow and Ice Festival it is lined with a kilometre of 
stunning ice sculptures. The International Ice sculpture Competition is in full swing, and we will be able to view the 
sculptors at work carving their ice masterpieces. We visit the site of the ice festival, on the banks of the river, to see the 
single largest snow structure in Japan, and then this evening, enjoy illuminated ice carvings, as well as a planned 
fireworks displays. Dinner at leisure and overnight Asahikawa. 
 
 Sunday 7 February 2016 (B) - Asahiyama Zoo 

This morning visit Asahiyama Zoo, the most successful and popular in Japan. Its popularity lies in the enclosures 
which allow you to observe the animals from various angles, many of which are unique to Asahiyama Zoo. The zoo has 
pioneered exhibition techniques to allow you to see the animals behaving as naturally as possible - highlights include a 
glass tunnel through the penguin pool that allows you to observe the birds' underwater flights, and small glass domes 
in the middle of the polar bear and wolf enclosures that can get visitors right among the animals. The zoo was also one 
of the first to organize penguin walks in winter. Animals on display include native wildlife from Hokkaido, including 
deer, eagles, cranes and wolves, as well as various animals from across the world, such as polar bears, apes and big 
cats. After lunch we return to Asahikawa and explore the festival. Dinner tonight is at leisure. Overnight Asahikawa. 
 
 Monday 8 February 2016 (B) - Sapporo Snow Festival 

After breakfast we join a train to Sapporo. We’ll store our luggage then head for Odori Park to the 67th Sapporo Snow 
Festival (Yuki-matsuri). Sapporo is the capital of Hokkaido and Japan's fifth largest city. Sapporo is also one of the 
nation's youngest major cities. In 1857, the city's population stood at just seven people. In the beginning of the Meiji 
Period, when the development of Hokkaido was started on a large scale, Sapporo was chosen as the island's 
administrative centre and enlarged according to the advice of foreign specialists. Consequently, Sapporo was built 
based on a North American style rectangular street system. Odori Park is the broad median of Odori ("large street") in 
the centre of Sapporo, separating the city into North and South. The park stretches over twelve blocks, and whilst 
offering pleasant green space during the warmer months, it is the home for staging the annual Sapporo Snow Festival. 
The Sapporo Snow Festival, one of Japan's largest winter events, attracts a growing number of visitors from Japan and 
abroad every year.Every winter, about two million people come to Sapporo to see the hundreds of beautiful snow 
statues and ice sculptures which line Odori Park and the main street in Susukino. For seven days in February, these 
statues and sculptures (both large and small) turn Sapporo into a winter dreamland of crystal-like ice and white snow. 
The Snow Festival began in 1950, when local high school students built six snow statues in Odori Park. In 1955, the 
Self-Defence Force joined in and built the very first massive snow sculpture, for which the Snow Festival has become 
famous. In the late afternoon there is the option to visit the 531-metre-high Mt. Moiwa-yama which has wide foothills 
that stretch into the southwest of Sapporo. It is known for its fine night view, and is popular among local people as a 
place for dating and to admire the scenery. We take the Moiwa-yama Ropeway from Sanroku Station then a lift to the 
summit. We return to the hotel to freshen up and then tonight the Susukino District is closed to traffic, and three blocks 
of the city have large ice sculptures which are illuminated. The fine sculpturing of the ice is demonstrated, and bright 
colours provide a ‘warming’ atmosphere in an otherwise chilly evening. Overnight Sapporo. 
 
 Tuesday 9 February 2016 (B) - Sightseeing in Sapporo and  Shikotsuko Lake Festival 

This morning you have some free time – visit the snow clad Nakajima Park, and inspect the fine Kitara Concert Hall, or 
visit the Shiroi Koibito Park - a fantastic space based on the ideals of deliciousness, fun and stories of sweets from a 
bygone era. In addition to housing the Shiroi Koibito Factory where this well-known Hokkaido confectionery is produced, 
the park also has a cafe to savour Ishiya’s original sweets and lovely chocolate. After lunch we head south by rail the 
forty minutes to Chitose. We change to a bus to take us to the shores of Lake Shikotsku to experience their Snow 
and Light Festival. An area of the shore is transformed by snow sculptures and ice creations, many lit with coloured 
lights to create unusual lighting effects. The Lake was also once on the route of a rail line, and the original railway 
bridge crossing the river that feeds the lake remains as an historic site. You can cross the bridge, imagine steam trains 
chuffing over it, and enjoy the winter decoration. In the early evening we rejoin a coach for the journey back to Chitose 
Station, and then join a JR service back to Sapporo for dinner. Perhaps enjoy one of the speciality seafood and crab 
restaurants in the Susukino district as you revisit the ice illuminations. Overnight Sapporo. 
 
  Wednesday 10 February 2016 (B) - Sightseeing in Otaru, Otaru Snow Light Path Festival 

Mid morning we travel by rail to Otaru, 45 minutes north of Sapporo, facing Ishikari-wan Bay, where the Russian 
influence is most evident. It has developed and prospered as "the sea entrance of Hokkaido" over the last 100 years  



 

 

and glassworks shops, coffee shops, restaurants and shopping malls along the canal have been converted from stone 
or brick-built warehouses, which were used for storage when the canal was crowded with jostling barges in the former 
flourishing days of commerce. Visit either the Nikka Whisky Distillery or Otaru Transport Museum, before we walk 
the old canal and warehouse streets. When evening falls, oil lamps on the cobbled streets are lit, and candles float 
along the canal, with the town gently evoking a nostalgic mood. Dine in Otaru or return to Sapporo. Overnight Sapporo. 
 
 Thursday 11 February 2016 (B/D) – to Hiroksaki, Hirosaki Castle Lantern Festival 

This morning we head south to Hakodate, and then back through the Seikan Tunnel to Aomori, and to Hirosaki. During 
the Edo Period, Hirosaki was the political and cultural capital of the Tsugaru Region, the western section of present day 
Aomori Prefecture. The city remains one of the culturally richest cities in the northern Tohoku Region. We visit the 
Hirosaki Castle Snow Lantern Festival, and enjoy a group dinner. Overnight in Hirosaki. 
 
 Friday 12 February 2016 (B) – Goshogawara, Neputa, and Stove Train  

After breakfast travel the short distance to Goshogawara to visit its Neputa museum. In their annual August festival, 
Tachineputa - massive 23-metre tall and 19 ton parade floats – are hauled through the streets whilst the people sing 
and dance. The Musuem in Goshogawara houses some of these four-storey floats for display, and has a fascinating 
exhibition on how they are built. Ride the unique ‘stove train’ from Goshogawara to Tsugaru Nakazato - a 45 minute 
ride, 20.7 km on the Tsugaru Railway that runs through the plains of the Tsugaru peninsula. In winter old-fashioned 
carriages with a potbelly stove gain a spot on the railway as the train runs through the snow field of Tsugaru plain. The 
red burning coals in the stove create a social atmosphere bringing visitors and local passengers together, and in 
contrast to the outdoor cold, you can enjoy the warm cosy train as surume (dried squid and cuttlefish) are prepared on 
the stove top and served with some sake. Return to Hirosaki and dinner is at leisure. Overnight in Hirosaki.  
 
 Saturday 13 February 2016 (B/D) – Resort Shirakami and Namahage festival in Oga 

After breakfast we board the Resort Shirakami train for the scenic journey along the Gono Line - 147.2 kilometres 
of mainline coastline track, with the train travelling through the countryside with beautiful vistas of the Japan Sea and 
the Shirakami Sanchi highlands, as well as expansive panoramas of the Tsugaru Plain. We transfer for the short 
distance to Oga, and check in to our overnight accommodation. This evening we participate in the Namahage Sedo 
Festival - our final highlight of our winter in Japan tour. The festival is a combination of the Shinto “Saitousai” ritual and 
a traditional “Namahage” event begun in 1964. Under the light of the Sedo fire at Shinzan Shrine, the festival features 
Haraikagura sacred dance (unique to the Oga area), and “Chinkamasai”, an old Shinto traditional religious service 
using hot water in a pot. Young men are presented with masks which have been purified by a Shinto priest, and 
become Namahage. They then go back to the mountain. On stage at the shrine’s Kaguraden, performances are held, 
in which Namahage appear in different masks and costumes, and Namahage Daiko (Japanese drumming) is 
performed. In front of the Sedo fire, Namahage dance music is played dynamically, and at the end of the festival, the  
Namahage with torches coming down from the snowy mountain and walk around the shrine among the many visitors. 
We return to our accommodation, and enjoy dinner together, which is included. Overnight on the Oga Peninsula. 
 
Sunday 14 February 2016 (B) – to Tokyo and Narita / Haneda Airport 

We enjoy breakfast and then a late morning departure south to Akita and then by Akita shinakansen to Tokyo. Enjoy a 
relaxing journey through the snow clad mountains back to Morioka, and then we head south through Sendai and 
Omiya to Tokyo. In Tokyo we transfer to either Narita or Haneda airport for flights home.  
 
 Monday 15 February 2016 (B) – arrive Australia 

A morning arrival back in Australia and the conclusion of our wonderful winter festivals tour of Japan by Rail. 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 GENERAL COMMENTS AND BOOKING CONDITIONS 
 
 ACCOMMODATION, MEALS AND RAIL TRAVEL 

Accommodation is generally in 4 star standard hotels. In some locations the best available may not be 4 star, and in 
some locations we have selected superior hotels or ryokans as part of the experience of the location. Some nights we 
have included traditional ryokan accommodation with tatami mat floors and comfortable futon beds prepared on the 
tatami matting. Shoes need to be removed whilst in the ryokan, in rooms and at meals. Ryokan meals are generally 
included, and whilst we will aim to accommodate dietary requests, some meal experiences are a traditional Japanese 
set meal. Meals are included as shown - breakfast is included most mornings, however as a general rule we have not 
included lunch or dinner when there is a range of options, and you can choose the style and time of dining that you 
prefer. Meals included are indicated as (B) Breakfast, (L) Luncheon and (D) Dinner. Travel is generally in first class 
(Green Car) seats, though some services only offer standard accommodation and on some trains Green Car 
accommodation can be limited – we’ll arrange the best seating possible. There is a wide range of options for eating in 
Japan - from very simple meals to elegant dining experiences, and from traditional Japanese food, through to the very 
best of international western cuisine. The choice is yours. For lunch we’ll identify a number of eating options. Every 
town in which we stay where dinner is not included has a range of restaurants where it is relatively easy and 
inexpensive to eat well and enjoyably. Major department stores have food halls with freshly prepared food. Most shops 
and at all railway stations you can purchase a ‘bento’ - local take away meal boxes with a fresh range of meats, 
seafood, vegetables and rice. Bakeries offering tempting fresh items abound, especially at railway stations. Eating and 
enjoying the foods of Japan is part of the tour experience. You can eat as simply or as lavishly as you wish. Japan is 
exceptionally clean, fresh food a priority, and preparation and hygiene surpass Australia. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 PERSONAL SERVICE AND MEETING INDIVIDUAL NEEDS 

SJR prides itself on its personal service and attention to detail. The tour is escorted by the two organisers of the 
itinerary who have both travelled to Japan many times, or lived in Japan for many years. You are assured of the utmost 
service and our commitment to your satisfaction. We recognise each guest has different interests, and we will provide 
the opportunity to allow you to rest from the group, explore by yourself, and return to particular places, or visit friends or 
special sites you’ve read about – if you wish. If your interests are gardens or castles or scenery, you can tailor your 
activities to focus on these specific interests. Detailed advice and assistance will be given to help you, and many travel 
requirements can be made for you.  
 
 CAPACITY TO PARTICIPATE  IN THE TOUR 

Fitness and mobility are necessary for participation in the tour. Tour passengers must be able to manage their own 
luggage, and to carry/wheel it on and off trains, from stations to hotels, and if necessary, up or down a flight of stairs. 
Whilst most stations have escalators / elevators, some of the older and regional stations may and do not. Visiting 
temples and shrines involves walking up and down flights of steps, and in some cases removing shoes. The tour 
involves travel on the public transport networks of the many Japanese cities.  By payment of your deposit and tour fare 
you confirm that you are of a suitable level of mobility and fitness to participate in the tour, and are aware of the nature 
of the tour. Whilst it is often possible to use taxis to reduce the distances walked, this option is at your own expense. 
 
 FARES AND BOOKING PROCEDURES 

The tour is limited in size to 16 guests, and bookings will be confirmed in order of receipt of a deposit of $2,000 per 
person. The tour fare is $10,880 per person (twin share) plus airfares from Australia, with a $1,565 single 
supplement for hotels. The tour fare includes first class rail travel in Japan (some rail services may not have first 
class accommodation available, or in some instances, not sufficient for the whole group, and in these cases, standard 
rail accommodation is provided); all bus, tram, metro and light rail transfers when part of the group;  all accommodation 
on a twin share basis (single accommodation is available on payment of the single supplement); sightseeing and 
entrance fees as indicated, and meals as shown in the itinerary for each day. The fare does not include meals not 
identified, drinks, excess baggage charges, gratuities, telephone calls, laundry, any items of a personal nature, travel 
outside the organised group, or taxi usage when not part of the planned transport means. Due to the variety of interests 
of individuals, and the large range of temples, gardens, shrines, museums etc. available for inspection on some days, 
we have included key features in the tour cost. Inspection and entry fees when not part of the planned group activity 
are not included in the tour cost. Additional or optional activities such as some cable car journeys, boat cruises or 
entrance fees are not included in the cost. Bookings should be made on the attached form. The deposit of $2,000 per 
person should be forwarded by cheque, payable to St James Rail, along with the booking form, to: 
 
SJR, PO Box N400, GROSVENOR PLACE, 1220  
 
You can also pay the deposit by Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT): 
 
 Account Name:   Scenic Journeys by Rail 
 BSB:    033 364 
 Account Number:  612826 
 Reference:  Your name and ‘Japan’ 
 
If paying by EFT, please include the Reference above, and email to sjr@digitor.com.au to advise that you have done 
so – or if you have used a different reference. Please forward the booking form to the postal address above, or scan 
and email it to us. Credit card payment is possible, with merchant fees of 1.98% for Visa/MasterCard and 2.97% for 
American Express. Please call us to make payment by credit card. 
 
 AIR TRAVEL TO/FROM JAPAN  

A range of flight options exist, including overnight services in both directions with Qantas, or direct daylight travel to 
Japan and night travel back from Japan with Japan Air Lines, or via the Gold Coast or Cairns with Jetstar. You can also 
travel via Asia, such as via Singapore with Singapore Airlines. On receipt of booking we’ll contact you to discuss your 
flight preferences and with our travel agent Jones and Turner Travel Associates, Paddington, we will identify the best 
airfare to meet your travel needs. Business Class seating is also available. The tour organisers will meet at the airport 
those travelling from Sydney on Tuesday 26 January overnight with Qantas, and those travelling on Wednesday 27 
January on the daylight flight with Japan Air Lines. Both flights with Japan Air Lines and Qantas return to Australia 
overnight on Sunday 14 February 2016. Other flight arrivals require you to travel from Narita/Haneda Airports to Tokyo 
city by train by yourself. 

mailto:sjr@digitor.com.au


 

 

 
 
FURTHER INFORMATION  

Call us on (02) 9326 9660, 0418 585 838 or email at sjr@digitor.com.au for further details or information. 
 
 BOOKING, CANCELLATION AND TRAVEL CONDITIONS 

Bookings will be accepted on the attached form. Cancellation fees apply as follows: the initial deposit is refundable, 
less a $1,000 per person handling fee and any cancellation costs imposed by suppliers. After payment of further 
deposits towards the final tour cost, costs for tickets, accommodation, sightseeing etc made on your behalf will incur 
cancellation charges equal to the cancellation charges incurred to us, imposed by suppliers/operators, plus a fee to 
cover administrative costs – more than three months prior to departure, $1,500 per person; within three months, $2,000 
per person. No refund will be made after 1 December 2015. All cancellation or administration charges imposed by the 
suppliers/operators of components of this tour must be borne by you, the passenger. Responsibility - St James’ Rail 
acts as the organiser of the tour. Some transportation, accommodation and other tour arrangements are made by our 
licensed travel agent, Jones and Turner Travel Associates. On acceptance of tickets and travel documents for this tour, 
which may be evidenced in writing by a ticket, voucher, letter, or other document, you accept that neither St James’ 
Rail nor representatives from any other firm supplying services in conjunction with this tour programme, shall be liable 
in contract or in tort (actionable wrong) for any injury, loss, damage, accident, sickness, delay or additional expense to 
you or your possessions arising directly or indirectly by force majeure or other events which are beyond our control, or 
which are not preventable by reasonable diligence on our part,  including, but not limited to, civil disturbance, fire, 
floods, acts of God, acts of Governments or other authorities, changes in itinerary, weather, strikes, war, transportation 
disruption, failure of machinery or equipment, industrial action,  quarantine or any other cause. Where travel is by 
scheduled carrier, or charter service, that carrier’s responsibility is limited in accordance with their conditions of 
carriage. Similarly all luggage is your responsibility, and we cannot be held liable for any loss or delay however caused. 
The care of your travel documents are your own responsibility. All expenses incurred by loss must be borne by you. 
Airline regulations and conditions are written on the airline tickets and are issued to passengers subject to their 
acceptance of these conditions. Changes in exchange rates, taxes and any land arrangements costs may alter the 
price of the tour, and St James’ Rail reserves the right to change, amend or cancel this tour and/or itinerary if 
necessary. We reserve the right to amend the itinerary enroute to account for unforeseen changes or conditions, or to 
improve the tour experience for the majority, as determined by the tour leader. Passports and visas – a valid passport 
with six months validity from the end of the tour is required. St James’ Rail cannot accept responsibility for any losses 
or expenses incurred as a result of a passenger not holding valid and necessary passport or visa documents. Full 
details of terms and conditions applicable to all SJR tours can be obtained from us. 
 
 INSURANCE 

A condition of travel on this tour is that you have a comprehensive travel insurance policy to protect yourself against 
cancellation fees, health and other travel risks. An insurance policy can be sent to you from our travel agent, Jones and 
Turner Travel Associates, Paddington, for your consideration. Obtaining insurance cover for the tour is your 
responsibility.  
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 WINTER FESTIVALS 
Wednesday 27 January – Monday 15 February 2016 

Booking Form 
 

 
YOUR CONTACT DETAILS 

 
Name: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Address: …………………………………………………….…………… Suburb: ……………………………… Postcode: ………………… 
 
Home tel: ……………………………………….…………………………………… Mobile: ………………..…………………………………. 
 
Email: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
BOOKING DETAILS (Full passenger names EXACTLY as shown in your passport:) 
 

Passenger 1 Name: …………………………………. ………………………………………………………………………………….….   
 
  Date of Birth: …………………………….. Passport No: ………………………………… Expiry Date: …………….…. 
 
  One World Frequent Flyer No:   Airline …………………. No: …………………. 
 
Passenger 2 Name: …………………………………. ………………………………………………………………………………….….   
 
  Date of Birth: …………………………….. Passport No: ………………………………… Expiry Date: …………….…. 
 
  One World Frequent Flyer No:   Airline …………………. No: …………………. 
 
FOR ADDITIONAL PASSENGERS PLEASE PROVIDE THE ABOVE DETAILS ON A SEPARATE SHEET 

 
PAYMENT 
 

….. I have enclosed $ ……………….. as deposit ($2,000 per person)  for the above booking. Please make cheques payable to  
  St James Rail. 
 
….. I have paid by Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) as described previously.  Please email SJR to advise and send this form. 
 
 Account Name:   Scenic Journeys by Rail 
 BSB:    033 364 
 Account Number:  612826 
 Reference:  Your name and ‘Japan’ 
 
A letter will be sent acknowledging receipt of your deposit and providing further details. 
 
 
AIR TRAVEL TO/FROM JAPAN 
 

…..  Please book me/us to travel to and from Japan and advise me of the best airfare. 
 
 …... Tue 26 January overnight with Qantas …... Wed 27 January daylight with Japan Airlines 
 
 …... Economy class air travel   …... Business class air travel 
 
….. Please call me to discuss air travel options.  
 
HOTEL ACCOMMODATION 

 
Single rooms: ……….  Double rooms: ……….  Twin (two bedded) rooms: ……….  
 
A single supplement is payable for sole use of rooms in hotels/ryokans.  



 

 

 
 
RYOKAN – TRADITIONAL JAPANESE ACCOMMODATION 

 
Our tour plans include one or two night’s in traditional Japanese ryokan accommodation. These involve sleeping on tatami mat 
floors, with futons (thin mattresses) and require you to remove shoes in the ryokan, the rooms, and at dinner and breakfast. 
 
Please advise below if you are not able (or do not wish) to sleep on tatami mats with futons in Japanese ryokan hotels, or 
do not wish to remove your shoes. We will then book you a western style hotel or hotel room. 
 

….. I prefer western style beds, but am happy to remove shoes in the ryokan 
 
….. I prefer western style beds, and do not wish to remove shoes for meals (we will accommodate you in a nearby hotel.) 
 
 
DIETARY REQUESTS (we will do our best to accommodate and advise accordingly) 

 
Please indicate any dietary request : …………………………………………….……………………………………...………………………  
 
….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
INSURANCE 

 

….. Please send an insurance policy from Jones and Turner Travel Associates, Paddington, for my/our consideration. 
 
 
YOUR SIGNATURE 

 
I have read the reservation conditions outlined above and accept them on behalf of myself and my party by whom I am authorised to 
make this agreement. 
 
 
Signature of person making reservation: …………………………………………………………  Date: ……………………………………. 
 
 
Cancellation charges will apply as advised in this itinerary. An insurance policy can be forwarded from our travel agent 
at Jones and Turner Travel Associates, Paddington, NSW 2021. 
 

 
Telephone  +61 2 9326 9660      Mobile   +61 418 585 838 
Email   sjr@digitor.com.au     Web  www.stjamesrail.org 
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